
IN BLOOM
for mixed choir and piano (or guitar)

NIRVANA

Arrangement: HENRIK DAHLGREN
(2021)



PROGRAMME NOTES

This arrangement was a collaboration between me, Bel Canto Choir Vilnius, and the
Norwegian singer-songwriter Marius Beck, known from Norwegian "The Voice", as well as
his previous collaborations with the American composer Eric Whitacre. The arrangement
premiered 21 May 2022 as a video by Bel Canto Choir Vilnius and was later released on the
album Open to the World, both digitally and on vinyl. The arrangement was first done in
concert 10 December 2023, at the Vilnius Philharmonics. The original version featured an
acoustic guitar instead of the piano, and it could be done either way.

Henrik Dahlgren
___________________________________________________________________________

TEXT

Sell the kids for food
Weather changes moods
Spring is here again
Reproductive glands

He's the one
Who likes all our pretty songs
And he likes to sing along
And he likes to shoot his gun
But he knows not what it means
Knows not what it means
And I say

We can have some more
Nature is a whore
Bruises on the fruit
Tender age in bloom

And he's the one
Who likes all our pretty songs
And he likes to sing along
And he likes to shoot his gun
But he knows not what it means
Knows not what it means

And I say he's the one
Who likes all our pretty songs
And he likes to sing along
And he likes to shoot his gun
But he knows not what it means
Knows not what it means
And I say

Kurt Cobain (1967 - 1994)



PERFORMANCE NOTES

● The whistling should be done individually by each singer. Start from a low register
and glissando upwards. It should be done soft and delicate, with no extreme registers
being used. Start over after each breath to create an ongoing soundscape. Continue for
the duration of the arrows.

● The ‘aa’ should generally be bright and open, as in “ice”.

● The ‘oo’ should generally be closed, as in “too”.

● In m.32, the singers are asked to open their mouths gradually towards an ‘aa’. This
should be done very slowly, and the open ‘aa’-vowel shouldn’t be heard until m. 36.

● The chord analysis could be used if the arrangement is done with a guitar instead of
the piano part.

= Glissando (for the duration of the note value).

= No breath (or gap between the notes).

= Fast fall off (the duration of the note) to an undefined pitch.

= As low as possible (without being extreme).

Arranged 2021

Duration c. 3-4 minutes

First performance Bel Canto Choir Vilnius | conducted by Milda Švelnienė
10 December 2023 | Lithuanian National Philharmonic Society, Vilnius,
Lithuania

More information www.henrikdahlgren.com
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Commissioned by Bel Canto Choir Vilnius

IN BLOOM

for mixed choir & piano (or guitar)

NIRVANA (Kurt Cobain)

Arrangement: HENRIK DAHLGREN (2021)
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